
2:17-24-Ouch, that hurts!

1. Ask about Christmas
2. 17-24

1. Last week we talked all about how the Jews own actions betrayed them
because the fact that they kept sacrificing (and need to) meant that they kept
breaking the law.

2. Paul continues his diatribe against the Jews in this section too. 17a is interesting
here in that it begins a list of sorts for what typical Jews (according to Paul) think
of themselves as, they:

1. rely on the law (we already saw how Paul sees this as false)
2. Boast in God (A god whom they don’t know as well as they think they do,

think back to Paul’s conversion experience)
3. Know God’s will and approve of what is superior because they are

instructed by the law (are privy to special revelation)
4. Are a guide to the blind, a light in the darkness (Genesis 12)
5. An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of little children because they have

the law, the embodiment of knowledge and truth
3. This is not an accidental list, Paul here is intentionally noting common elements

of 1st century Judaism that are objects of pride. And, either here or elsewhere
Paul dismantles each one of these supposed bastions of Jewish superiority.
Let’s briefly look at each in turn.

4. They rely on the law
1. We talked about this last week, but just to restate the principle succinctly.

It works like this:
1. They put their confidence in their ability to remain faithful to the law,

but there are problems with this idea:
1. They continually have to offer sacrifices proving that they

were never truly faithful because they either can’t stop
sinning or choose not to. 

2. Point of the law was to convict and condemn-per 2
Chronicles 36

2. They proved day after day, that they could never be faithful for the
law.

3. Jesus came and was actually faithful and kept the law. But, he died
the death of a guilty person and thus fulfilled the demand of the law
on the believer.

2. Boast in God
1. The Jew boasts in God, yet they missed the messiah.
2. They missed the servant of God sent from heaven to fulfill their

obligations and rescue them from the condemnation brought about
by the law.

3. If they keep sinning how can they boast in God? See Zechariah 7:4-
14

1. The point of this passage is not that they didn’t keep the law
(they did)



2. It is that they kept the outer components of the law, but
missed its heart

3. Even when they were following the law they persisted in
sinning-because they missed its heart

4. God tried again and again to call them back, but they didn’t
respond-proof that their heart was wicked

5. So God punished them.
3. Know god’s will and approve of what is superior because they are

instructed by the law
1. This attack has two prongs

1. The comes back to Paul’s insistence that the law was not the
end of God’s plan-it was a stage on the journey.

2. They think that the law is the ultimate revelation of God, that
the 613 commandments given on Mt. Sinai are the apex of
Gods revelation-but they can’t agree on how those laws are
to be implemented.

3. They didn’t see that the law itself pointed toward a more full
revelation, it begged for someone to fulfill all the
requirements-Romans 3:21-26

2. The other half is that despite their insistence on keeping the literal
commands of God, there is no real history of doing so

1. Deuteronomy: 8:10-19
2. Judges 2:10-19
3. Matthew 5:21-22
4. They continually miss the point that external obedience

comes only from internal transformation-the fact that
obedience is forced (or non-existence) indicates that internal
transformation has not occurred.

4. Are a guide to the blind
1. This is a veiled reference to Genesis 12-all the peoples on the earth

will be blessed through you.
2. Israel was supposed to be a blessing to the nations, but the Israel

that Paul sees has forgotten this fundamental promise.
3. Israel is defined not by a missionary call to give light to the world,

but by ethnocentric nationalism, by turning inward and ignoring,
rejecting, and forgetting about everyone on the outside.

4. They are fractured and constantly arguing about how to keep the
law, and have missed the whole point of their existence-to reach
the world.

5. This is apparent to Paul because it is the god fearers which we
talked about a few years ago who respond better than the Jews.

5. And instructor of the foolish because they have the law.
1. They think the law is the embodiment of knowledge and truth, but it

isn’t.
2. Jesus is the embodiement of knowledge and truth-Col 1:15-20

5. The point of all of this is that the very things that Paul’s fellow Jews point to as
the source of their nationalistic exceptionalism, are the very things that condemn



them
1. The very things that they point to as proof of their superiority condemn

them because stories abound about how they failed to follow the law
throughthout the OT.

2. You still do all the things that you judge everyone else for doing…
1. You want to teach others without teaching yoruself
2. You judge others for adultery, while committing it yourself
3. You judge others for stealing, with stolen merchandise in your hand
4. You 


