
1. Today we begin talking about Romans 1. But before we dive into Romans 1, 

lets begin in the synoptic gospels 

a. Matt 1:1, Mark 1:1 

b. Notice how each of these Gospels begin? Jesus the messiah. 

c. It is important that we recognize exactly how each of these writers are 

framing Jesus 

i. Jesus is his name 

ii. The Messiah is a secondary designation. 

d. Jesus actual name was yeshua bar yoseph  ַיֵׁשּוע 
i. This was actually a fairly common name in the intertestamental 

period and first century .  

ii. It turned to Jesus because very quickly the Hebraic name gets 

transliterated into Greek becoming Jesus.  

iii. But, it isn’t just Jesus’ name that changes, but is title changes as 

well.  

iv. Messiah gets transposed into Ιησούς Χριστός 

e. And this is how it typically appears in the synoptic gospels. Greek 

word order is pretty fluid, but the emphasis is Jesus the Christ. Jesus is 

primary, the Christ is secondary. 

2. Now, lets skip over to Romans 1 

a. Paul opens his letter, with Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus. 

b. This seems like a fairly unimportant phrase, but Paul intentionally 

flips the original and standard word order here. 

c. I want to start today by diving into why. Because, even though this is 

one of those phrases that you skip over almost immediately, it tells us 

a whole lot about what Paul actually thinks of Jesus-and it instructive 

for us as we share the gospel with people. 

3. Let’s go back to Matthew 

a. Matt 1 is a very interesting genealogy. (If you compare it to the 

genealogy in Luke or 1 Chronicles it doesn’t match) 

b. Matthew 3 John the baptist prepares the way 

c. 4:17-the thesis statement of Jesus teaching (which occurs in Mark 1 a 

well) 

d. 4:18-he calls his first disciples, Peter and Andrew, James and John. 

e. First impressions really matter, both then and now. 

f. What is important is that we see how the disciples meet Jesus. 

i. Their first impression of Jesus is not that he is messiah, nor that 

he is the son of God, but that he is a rabbi. 



ii. Rabbi’s were very important throughout Galilee, both 

religiously and politically. 

iii. In these exceptionally poor communities Rabbi’s wielded much 

authority. And to be invited to become a follower of a particular 

rabbi was to a great honor. 

iv. These disciples because they were fishermen were passed over 

and not chosen to be followers of their local rabbi-they had 

been deemed unworthy. 

v. But when Jesus comes along and he says Come, follow me” 

Jesus is issuing a rabbinic call, for them to follow him a rabbi. 

vi. From then on they follow him around seeing miracles, hearing 

teaching. They slowly realize he is messiah, but only after 

learning about him as rabbi. 

g. If we skip to Matt 16 we see Peter’s grand declaration in 16:13ff 

i. Peter is correct about Jesus’ messiahship but is totally wrong 

about what it means and what it looks like. 

ii. He rebukes him because he sees Jesus’ messiahship as a 

powerful militaristic overthrow of the Roman Empire. 

iii. The problem? The still don’t get it, even after he tells them 

what is going to happen. 

iv. Even though he is messiah, he is still a man. Blessed man, but 

man nonetheless. 

h. Why do all of Jesus’ disciples flee when he is arrested? Because they 

never expected him to be caught. 

i. There is even a theory, which I subscribe to, that says that Judas 

betrayed Jesus to force his hand and start the revolution 

everyone was expecting. 

ii. And why is it that none of them were waiting at his tomb on the 

third day, despite Jesus’ prophecy? Because no one believed 

that the messiah would die, let alone rise from the dead. 

i. They don’t get to the risen lord until until the women bring back word to 

the supposedly faithful disciples of what had happened. 

4. How does this contrast with Paul? 

a. Acts 26:9ff 

b. Gal 1:11 

i. They key verse: v. 15 

ii. Notice what Jesus says here in 16ff 

1. You have met me, I am the risen lord- 



2. I have appointed you to testify to what you are seeing 

right now, and what you will continue to see of me. 

3. This 2nd phrase, refers to what we just read in Galatians. 

c. According to Paul, he gets direct revelation from the risen Jesus in 

“arabia.” 

d. For Paul, Jesus IS the risen lord above and beyond all else. For that is how he first 

encounters him. 

e. For paul, the journey is flipped. 

5. So, why am I spending basically an entire lesson on 2 words? 

a. We live in Paul’s world. 

i. We have encountered the risen lord. 

ii. We believe he exists not because of some sanitized argument 

about the resurrection, but because we have encountered him in 

a church service, prayer meeting, or other situation. 

iii. Our encounter might have generated our faith, or it might have 

resurrected our faith. Regardless, this encounter (or series of 

encounters) changed the trajectory of our life. 

b. But, the people we often live around, and share the gospel with people 

who live in the world of the disciples. 

i. We proudly proclaim that we believe in Jesus, But I would 

argue that they believe in Jesus too. 

ii. They believe that Jesus was a good person, he was a moral 

teacher, that he is to be respected, or even emulated. They 

might believe that he existed but that the church hijacked his 

teachings. But-you see they believe in Jesus. 

iii. Here, particularly in the rural south where we live, it isn’t really 

whether or not you believe in Jesus, it is what you believe about 

him that makes all the difference. 

c. There are surprising similarities between what people believe about 

Jesus in our modern secular age, and what the disciples believed about 

Jesus during his ministry. 

i. All of these different beliefs have some flavor of truth 

1. What Jesus a great moral teacher? 

2. Was he someone to be respected and emulated? 

3. Was he the messiah? 

4. Was he a rabbi? 

ii. The thing missing from all of these beliefs, whether first 

century or 21st century is the risen lord. 



1. The disciples didn’t believe he would rise from the dead 

2. People from the modern world don’t believe he did rise 

from the dead 

6. What is the point of all of this? 

a. Jesus is the center of everything for Paul 

i. He makes the scriptures make sense 

1. Jesus is the whole point of Scripture. 
2. Jesus is the lens through which we interpret scripture 

3. The OT only makes sense once you look at it through Christ 

ii. Jesus explains God 

1. Jesus is the greatest revelation of God (Col 1:15ff) 

2. We understand who God is when we understand who 

Jesus is. 

3. All revelation of God before Christ (Sinai, theophanies in 

the prophets, etc), foreshadow Christ himself. 

iii. Jesus determines how we act 
1. Jesus’s definitive moral teaching is rooted in the Sermon on the 

Mount, which is presented in a way to day “this is the Torah for 

Christians.” 

2. Jesus is not simply the way we are reconciled to the father (though 

he is), he is the way we live here on earth. 

iv. Who we are 

1. Sin has made us less human, 

2. Because Jesus was without sin, he is MORE human than we are. 

v. Jesus is our eschatology 

1. Paul’s eschatological thought is rooted not in theories about how, 

who, when, and where the resurrection will take place. Rather it is 

rooted in the resurrection of Jesus that has ALREADY taken place. 

2. All our future expectation is rooted in past history 

3. Paul is very careful never to extend beyond his received testimony 

regarding Jesus’ resurrection when talking about our own. 

7. Bonus: Karl Barth quote on the significance of Jesus “Thus in this oneness Jesus 
Christ is the Mediator, the Reconciler, between God and man. Thus 
He comes forward to MAN on behalf of GOD calling for and 
awakening faith, love and hope, and to GOD on behalf of MAN, 
representing man, making satisfaction and interceding. Thus He 
attests and guarantees to God's free GRACE and at the same time 
attests and guarantees to God man's free GRATITUDE.” 

 


