
1. introduction 
1. Today we begin in Genesis 1 with a quick overview of the entire primordial 

history 
1. If there are any hardcore young earth creationists in here tonight…Im 

sorry.  
2. If you don’t like what I am about to say… you can let me have it after, and 

I will patiently listen, I promise. 
2. A very quick synopsis of the primordial history (1-11) 

1. 1:2-the real beginning of the story-chaos 
1. Water, darkness, no purpose.  
2. It isn’t nothingness. 
3. It is formless and void not nothingness 
4. It isn’t nothing because God never creates land-v. 9 he gathers 

the waters and it appears-a critical point to understand about the 
flood. 

2. The rest of Genesis 1 is God creating order out of chaos. The point of 
genesis one isn’t really about the creation of stuff anyway… because the 
apex of the story is found not in the creation of man but when God rests 
in creation. If the whole story was about the creation of stuff,  we would 
expect the creation account to climax in the creation of something-but it 
doesn’t. 

1. Genesis 2 is a different creation story (with man being created 
first, not last), that talks tells us about creation which is perfectly 
ordered. 

2. But in Genesis 3 sin enters the picture-and this order is disrupted 
first between God and man (3:8-10) and then between man and 
woman (3:16). 

3. In chapter four Cain kills Abel 
4. Then, in a little gem in 4:19ff Lamech kills a man and brags about 

it. 
5. In Genesis 6 things get really bad when the sons of God sleep 

with the daughters of men and create this alternate race of 
Nephilim.  

1. God has had enough at this point, because this is the 
perversion of the fundamental command given to humanity 
when God first created us 1:28.  

2. Humanity has been so corrupted that it is genuinely 
becoming something other than human. 

3. The flood comes back 
1. The water comes back (from the ground as well as the sky) 
2. And the primordial chaos once again reasserts itself. Land, which 

is still there, disappears and is taken over by the water. 
3. We are back to square one 

4. When the flood recedes God says that the primordial waters will never 
destroy the earth again 

5. God reasserts his fundamental command to humanity (6:8) 
6. Immediately after, he plants a vineyard and gets drunk 

1. There is a plant, and the fruit of the plant causes Noah to sin 
2. Notice, the theme of nakedness occurs again too? 
3. See what is happening again? 

7. When he wakes up he curses Canaan (subjucation of a people) 



1. Strife and enmity is once again restored 
8. There is another genealogy (like in the first cycle) 
9. Then in Gen 11 humanity once again reasserts itself in the tower of 

Babel. 
1. Thematically this is similar to the sons of God, in that they subvert 

the divinely ordained order. 
10. Chaos reigns again when God scatters the people and gives them 

different languages. 
3. What is all this about? 

1. Humanity has rejected God from the beginning 
2. When humanity rejects God, it also rejects God’s divinely appointed 

order. 
3. Chaos grows, and grows, and grows-until God intervenes 
4. In Genesis 12 God intervenes with Abraham 
5. Ultimately, God intervenes with Christ. 
6. But, the point of this is that without the direct intervention of God, the 

destiny of humanity, and the world, is chaos. Total, complete, destructive, 
chaos. 

2. What does this have to do with Romans 1? 
1. The primordial history is possibly the single most important passage of the OT for 

Paul-we will be referring to it time and again. 
2. For paul-Gen 1-11 is emblematic of people without God. 
3. Now, as we go through these verses, Paul is talking about the same sort of 

concept-the fate of people outside of God, who they are, how they act, what they 
do, and what they become. 

4. If you pay attention, you will see that Paul’s discussion here uses the scheme 
that I laid out from Gen 1-11 to make his point. 

3. v. 18-20 
1. Sometimes we think about all religion as the misguided attempt by humanity to 

find God. Other religions are wrong because they attempt the wrong channels to 
get to God, but it is evidence that people want to get to God nonetheless. 

2. Paul claims the exact opposite. All other religions are rebellion against God. They 
KNOW who God is, but they are rejecting him any way possible. 

3. This is a very important concept, so next week we are going to take a 2nd pass 
at same passage briefly to show how Paul views Natural revelation vs. special 
revelation-because these are ALSO very important concepts for Paul 

4. The bottom line-we all have a God shaped hole, but most people are trying to fill 
it with anything BUT God. 

4. 21-23 
1. Paul makes veiled references to multiple flavors of paganism (Ancient Egyptian, 

Canaanite, and even traditional Roman religion) to make his point. 
2. He is essentially saying, we KNOW this is true, look at what they have replaced 

him with. Images of humans, birds, animals, and reptiles. 
3. Think about how stupid that is. 
4. No one in their right mind looks at a Newt and says, yeah, that is divine, I am 

gonna worship that. 
5. The ONLY explanation for this is that people are so desperate to get away from 

God that they will worship any stupid thing to avoid him. 
5. 24-27 

1. Nevertheless, God allows humanity to keep their sovereignty-he doesn’t force 
himself on them. 



2. People have rejected God, and now chaos begins to reign. Natural male-female, 
relationships are replaced with ones never designed. 

3. People have sovereignly chosen chaos. 
6. 28-31 

1. It is easy to pick on homosexuality here. Indeed, the church loves to pick on this. 
But, Paul point is NOT really that it is awful, because he continues and seems to 
gain steam as he moves on. 

2. God gave humanity over to a depraved mind…and what comes as a result-
chaos. Every sin he lists is a sin which causes chaos with creation, between 
people, and between God. 

7. What is the point of all of this? 
1. Here Paul is talking about the inevitable fate of humanity outside of christ. 
2. A fate that has been thoroughly described in Gen 1-11, a fate which people 

should see as an inevitable result. 
3. But, they don’t. They don’t see it because of their fundamental problem-they 

have rejected God. 
4. Their minds have been so corrupted by sin that foolishness, chaos, and disorder 

look like wisdom, organization, and order 
5. The whole point of the primordial history is to show just how indispensable 

Abram was. But, Paul also knew that Abram didn’t finish the job.  
6. Here, Paul’s point is the same as Genesis 1-11-that without divine intervention 

humanity is hopeless. We can’t solve the problems that we create. 
8. Next week we will take a 2nd pass at this same passage and talk about the 2nd half of 

the equation-the special revelation of God vs the specific revelation of God 
 
	


