
Romans 3:1-8
The Big question today: How is God still righteous?

1. We don’t have life group next week due to the business meeting
2. Review the Law

1. The law does not bring life-it brings death.
2. The Jews thought that keeping the law brought life, that it brought right

relationship with God. But it didn’t. Why?
1. They looked down on gentiles for not keeping the law, but they

themselves did not keep it
2. In fact, the Jews are even more guilty. Unlike the gentiles, they had the

entire law literally laid out for them in all of its detail. Despite all of this they
still broke it. 

3. The Gentiles broke a law they didn’t even know existed, but the Jews
broke a law that they KNEW existed.

4. This applies to all jews, ancient and modern.
3. The law brings death

1. The law regulated their behavior, but it never regulated the hearts.
2. The law told them what NOT to do, but it never stopped the sinful

tendency to reject the law of God already written on their heart.
3. The law condemned them, this is why the law brought death.
4. It isn’t because animals were killed, but because the law articulated in

great and glorious detail exactly how someone should live, and in the
process laid bare all the myriad of ways they Jews were NOT living.

4. Look at What Paul says at the end of chapter 2
1. 2:25-27
2. The law was a continual testimony against the Jews calling them out and

elaborating in glorious detail all the  ways they were deficient.
3. The law created an impossible situation. 
4. The law did not create a relief from their situation, it exasperated them. It

made them worse, more apparent. The law, in effect, threw their
disobedience in their face.

5. Every time they offered a sacrifice it was an admission of guilt. And the
persistency of sacrifices created was a continual testimony against Israel.

6. Look at what Paul ask says in 3:9-19
3. This is a bleak picture indeed. In fact it is exactly the opposite of what the Jews

believed. And, this picture opens up a very scary question. What right does God have
to do this?

1. How is God just?
1. If the law condemns, AND it comes from God, what does that say about

God?
2. We only know God as he has been revealed, so what does this particular

revelation say about God.
3. If we see the law in this light, it can create a very scary picture about a

vindictive, vengeful, and hateful God.



4. This is the exact question Paul begins to address in Chapter 3
2. 3:1-8

1. In v. 2 Paul refers to the very words of God, this of course includes the OT
(LXX), which has at its center the Torah.

2. Here Paul tackles this very difficult question,
3. God’s wrath is entirely just

1. It MUST be, by definition. Why? Because God judges the world. 
2. God’s wrath is just first and foremost because he sets the

standard. 
3. Ultimately, it doesn’t matter whether we accept or agree with it.

God sets the standard.
4. In fact, God himself is the standard. 
5. Numbers 25

4. [aside on the trinity]
5. Our unrighteousness serves to bring out God’s righteousness, and

increase his glory
1. If God sets the standard, and we break it, it does’t mean the

standard changes.
2. It only serves to prove how far we have deviated from the standard.
3. Paul doesn’t mean that his glory increases in itself, but that it

increases in relation to ours.
1. God’s glory equals 100 lumens
2. Our pre-sin state equals 50 lumens
3. When we sin it becomes 0 lumens
4. God’s glory is the same, it just shines brighter because of the

comparison
3. The point that Paul is getting to is that if the law was the ONLY way to God, this

would indeed be a very troubling picture of God. But it isn’t. 
4. Paul next reveals the whole point of the discussion is precisely this. That the

Jews are themselves condemned by their over reliance on their ability to keep
the law. If the law was it, they were cooked.

5. But it isn’t. There was something that came before the law, that changes
everything-Faith.

1. Faith is the thing which saved Abraham then, and it saves us now.
2. Faith is the great equalizer.

6. Next week we will ask just how God is just...


