
Romans: A very Short Introduction 
 

1. My process 
1. Putting it all together 
2. Bibles are important 

2. Tonight I want to begin looking at Romans by doing an introduction.   
3. The first important question is, a rather straightforward one-why Study Romans? I want 

to answer this in three broad ways 
1. The three themes 

1. It is the most important work by the most important theologian in Christian 
history 

2. It has shaped the course of the western world 
3. It encapsulates nearly all of the critical theological themes in the NT (and 

in Christianity ```altogether). 
4. Lets look at each of them in turn. 

2. It is the most important work by the most important theologian in Christian 
history. 

1. There has been nearly universal agreement about the author of Romans 
from the very beginning-The apostle Paul 

2. In fact, we are reasonably certain of other facts about its writing too 
1. 15:22-33 indicate when he wrote it: We know that it was probably 

written during his stay in Corinth at the end of his third missionary 
journey according to the Book of Acts (see Acts 20:3, 2 Cor 13:1, 
Rom 16:1-2) 

2. This would peg the book at about AD 57. 
3. Timeline of NT writings (Jesus birth, death, destruction of the temple in 

AD 70) 
1. Jesus born in 4 BC 
2. Jesus died AD 30-33 
3. James-AD 40 
4. Paul (Gal 1:13-2:10)  

1. His conversion is 34-35 AD 
2. 1 Thessalonians-2 Thessalonains 48-51AD 
3. 1 Corinthians AD 55 
4. 2 Corinthians AD 56ish 
5. Romans 57 
6. Ephesians early 60s 

5. Mark Late 50s early 60s 
6. Matthew/Luke 68ish 
7. John 80ish 

4. What does this timeline tell us? 
1. Simply, the Apostle Paul was the first great Christian thinker, he 

wrote almost or all of his works BEFORE the gospels were written 
2. But, the significance of Paul is not simply that he wrote before the 

gospels, it is Paul who introduces a uniquely Christian way of 
thinking. Paul, created theology as the church came to understand 
it.  

3. It is PAUL (not the gospels) who who really identifies the true 
significance of the death and resurrection of Jesus, not the 
gospels 



5. Ok, so now that we know a little about why Paul is so important (other 
than the fact that he wrote much of the NT), lets dive into why Romans is 
so important to understand Pauline literature. 

1. the problem: all the letters are ad hoc (even Romans) 
1. none of them were intended to be a timeless piece of 

theology 
1. 1 Corinthians was written to address a church 

which was going seriously sideways  
2. Galatians was written to a church tempted to go 

back to the law (Gal 1:6ff) 
3. 1 Thess was written in part to allay the fears of 

living believers about those who had died (1 Thess 
4:13ff) 

2. But, Romans is the only epistle written to a church whom Paul had 
not visited (Rom 1:11ff) 

3. Why is this significant? 
1. When Paul writes to every other church we enter a 

conversation midstream 
2. Think about if someone jumped in on midway through an 

email chain at work, how much would they actually 
understand what you are talking about? 

3. This is exactly what is happening when we read the rest of 
the epistles  

1. He has stayed for fairly lengthly amounts of time at 
each of the other churches so they are acquainted 
with his teaching, his theology, and what he 
believes. There are numerous things we would like 
him to say, explain, or elaborate on e.g. 1 Cor 
15:29  

2. In fact, 1 Cor is actually 2 Cor, and 2  Cor is 
actually 4 Cor as he briefly mentions in each letter 
a prior letter sent to the church. 

4. Romans, is his most complete and systematic theological 
statement precisely because he has never visited Rome 

1. He has no significant prior dialog with them (no 
shared language) 

2. They are only generally aware of this theology 
3. So, he has to systematically set out the core set of 

beliefs that he has. 
4. This is why Romans is so important. When Paul 

says something particularly difficult to understand in 
any one his other epistles it is a good bet that 
scholars will go to Romans to help them 
understand what he means elsewhere-e.g. 1 Cor 
15:20ff The only other time he talks about this is in 
Romans 5:12ff. So, we go to Romans to 
understand 1 Cor. 

3. It shaped the course of the western World 
1. It was the book of Romans which sparked the protestant Reformation 
2. Rom 1:17 

4. It encapsulates nearly all the significant theological themes in the Bible  



1. Rom 1:18-20-universal sinlessness 
2. The real value of the law 2:17-24- 
3. How to achieve righteousness-3:21-26-The most important passage in 

the Bible. 
4. The relationship between Christ and us-Romans 5:12ff 
5. the universal scope of salvation-Rom 8:18-25 
6. The role and composition of Israel Rom 9:1-9, 11:11-12 
7. the practical working out of this faith-Rom 12:1-2ff 

 
	


