
Romans 2:1-16

1. Throughout Romans Paul is on a diatribe.
1. When we think of the word diatribe we think of an angry rant.
2. But, in ancient Roman literature the diatribe was a very important literary tool.
3. Authors would argue for their own position, and to bolster their own position,

they would anticipate the responses and objections their opponent would have
and they would proactively head them off.

4. We actually see several clear instances of this in Romans
1. Romans 6:1 and 6:15

1. He makes an argument about the reality of our new identity in
Christ. 

2. Because this is a dense and complicated topic, he heads off a
potential misunderstanding by interrupting himself and asking this
question.

2. 6:15
2. At the beginning of chapter 2 Paul makes the same move but he does it in a much

subtler way (2:1-5)
1. Paul was a Jew, until the day he died.
2. Paul echoes a pretty standard claim by first century Jews.

1. The jews were given the law as the primary way of avoiding darkness and
chaos.

2. The only way to avoid darkness and chaos is to follow torah faithfully. 
3. If you only embraced Torah, followed Torah, loved Torah, you would be

saved.
4. In other words, Torah is the key to salvation.

3. Here is the problem with this: There was no such thing as Judaism in Jesus’ day
1. Pharisees,
2. Saducees
3. Essenes
4. Zealots
5. Sicarri
6. This all added up to:

1. No one could agree on what it meant to be a Jew,
2. How to keep the law
3. What the law meant
4. Or how the law functioned

7. So how was the law the standard of salvation?
4. Now, we need to be clear. No one ever expected you to keep torah perfectly. 

1. That was the whole point of the sacrificial system.
2. Judaism has been unfairly characterized as a religion of math.
3. This created the idea that Torah=salvation

5. Here Paul says that it is just the opposite
1. Torah keeping can’t  equal salvation, why?

1. 1-4You judge other people for breaking Torah, but you break torah
and then have to offer sacrifice for breaking it? How is that not



hypocrasy? If you offer sacrifices, doesn’t that mean that you broke
Torah too?

2. 5-8-just because you sacrificed, doesn’t mean it didn’t happen
3. 12-13the fact that you have to sacrifice means that you didn’t obey

the law. If you have to keep sacrificing that means you keep
breaking it. 

4. 14-16-and Gentiles do keep parts of the law, even if they don’t
know it exists.

6. Paul, in chapter 2 is beginning a lengthy critique of the law.
1. The first thing he levels here is that the law can’t  bring salvation, like

many thought. Because, the law itself professes that salvation has not
come.

1. You keep sacrificing, because you keep sinning. You keep sinning
because you are more like those on the outside than you think.
And, if you are more like those on the outside than you think, then
you need something more than the law to achieve salvation?

7. Paul says that Gentiles will have the law written on their hearts-this is not
accidental.

1. He is alluding to Jeremiah 31


